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Foreword

2010 was named by the United Nations to be the
International Year of Biodiversity, coinciding
with major political events that set the stage for
a radical review of the way we treat our environ-
ment and its biological riches. So far, the reports
have been dominated by reconfirmations that
people and their lifestyles continue to deplete
the earth’s biodiversity. We are still vastly over-
spending our natural capital and thereby depriv-
ing future generations. If that were not bad
enough news in itself, there are no signs that
actions to date have slowed the rate of depletion.
In fact, it continues to increase, due largely to
growing levels of consumption that provide in-
creasingly unequal benefits to different groups of
people.

It is easy to continue to delve into the patterns
and processes that lie at the heart of the problem.
But it is critical that we also start to do everything
we can to reverse all the damaging trends. These
actions cannot and should not be just the respon-
sibility of governments and their agencies. It
must be the responsibility of all of us, including
scientists, wildlife managers, naturalists, and in-
deed everyone who cares so that future genera-
tions can have the same choices and the same
opportunity to marvel at and benefit from nature,
as our generation has had. We all can be involved
in actions to improve matters, and making con-

servation biology relevant to and applicable by
all is therefore a key task.

It is in this context that Navjot Sodhi and Paul
Ehlrich have contributed this important book.
Covering all aspects of conservation biology
from the deleterious drivers, through to the im-
pacts on people, and providing tools, techniques,
and background to practical solutions, the book
provides a resource for many different people
and contexts. Written by the world’s leading ex-
perts you will find clear summaries of the latest
literature on how to decide what to do, and then
how to do it. Presented in clear and accessible
text, this book will support the work of many
people. There are different kinds of conservation
actions, at different scales, and affecting different
parts of the biosphere, all laid out clearly and
concisely.

There is something in here for everyone who is,
or wishes to be, a conservation biologist. I am
sure you will all be inspired and better informed
to do something that will improve the prospects
for all, so that in a decade or so, when the world
community next examines the biodiversity ac-
counts, things will definitely be taking a turn for
the better!

Georgina Mace CBE FRS
Imperial College London

18 November 2010
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